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American Jewish community and the 



T o preempt knee-jerk accusations of 
anti-semltism, I will begin by 
stating my credentials: My origins 
are entirely Jewish on both sides of 
my family. Born in Austria, I came to 
America over 50 years ago as a refugee from 
Nazi persecution and as a survivor of the 
Holocaust 

All these years I have felt accepted and 
safe in my adopted country and in my pro* 
fession as a member of the American dip- 
lomatic service. Now, however, growing 
alarm compels me to speak a word of serious 
warning to those American Jews who con- 
tinue blindly to support and defend present 
Israeli government policies. 

The president has wisely requested Con- 
gress to delay for four months consideration 
of a HO billion loan to Israel, so as to keep 
pressure on the Shamir regime to honor its 
grudging commitment to a Middle East 
peace conference. But in defiance of United 
Nations resolutions and of the United States 
(its only friend and vital support), Israel 
continues to trumpet its intentions to con- 
tinue — nay, to double — its illegal settle- 
ments in the occupied territories, and 
Shamir threatens once again to boycott the 
Mideast peace process unless America forks 
over the $10 billion which, he asserts, we 
“owe" Israel as a “moral duty." Already a 
member of Shamir's Cabinet has had the gall 
to call President Bush an anti-Semite. 

Already the American-Israel Committee 
and other Jewish pressure groups are gear- 
ing up for an unprecedented lobbying cam- 
paign on Capitol Hill to sabotage adminis- 
tration policy and ram through quick 
approval of the $10 billion dollar loan. 

I ask American Jews to open their eyes to 



the folly and risks inherent In serving “de 
facto” as agents of a foreign power — a 
power whose policies are increasingly at 
variance with those of the United States. 
You must understand that you are laying 
yourselves open not only to time-honored 
anti-Semitic hostility and slander, but ter 
reasonable, even justified suspicion of 
divided loyalty and potential disloyalty to 
your own country, the United States! If the- 
American-Israel Committee is not yet on the 
Attorney General’s list as the registered 
agent of- a foreign government* its name 
belongs on that list just as much as did the 
communist front organizations during the 
Cold War. 

There was a time, before Menachem Begin 
and the Likud Bloc came to power, when 
American and Israeli interests seemed to 

( coincide to such an extend that questions 
about loyalty belonged to the realm of hypo- 
thetical speculation; it seemed to many of us 
then that whatever was good for Israel was 
good for the United States and vice versa. 
Our geopolitical, economic and security 
interests vis-a-vis the Soviet Union and the 
unstable, volatile Islamic world appeared to 
require propping up and defending a mili- 
tarily strong Israel even at considerable 
financial and political cost to us. 

Those days are long gone. A significant 
demographic shift in the make-up of the 
Israeli population has enabled the Likud-led 
coalition to remain in power and, as Stephen 
Brook observed in his excellent book, 
“Winner Takes All,” to turn Israel into a 
Levantine state descending gradually to the 
same moral plane as other Levantine states, 
such as Iraq or Syria: . brutal, deceitful, 
mendacious, arrogantly contemptuous of 



human rights and the legitimate concerns of 
the International community. 

Confident that every American adminis- 
tration and congress are helpless hostage of 
the spectre of the “Jewish vote." the Begin 
and Shamir regimes have defied and 
betrayed the United States through broken 
agreements, violated understandings, 
promises and commitments made to us and 
the international community. While con- 
tinuing shamelessly to exploit feelings of 
guilt about the Holocaust of half a century 
ago, this regime has adopted the attitudes 
and methods of a fascist police state against 
its indigenous Palestinian population and its 
own^“cploredH (Oriental, Le. Asian and 
African) Jews. If Amnesty International can 
ever be diverted from its obsession with the 
Turkish police, it might do well to consider 
the incarceration, torture and beatings of 
Palestinian Arabs by the Shin Bet and the 
Israeli army, or the vicious destruction of 
Arab homes in retaliation for petty and often 
unproven offenses. 

Why am I, a Jew by birth. Increasingly 
disenchanted with Israel and concerned 
about continued American Jewish lobbying 
in its support? 

• Israel has waged a war of naked 
aggression against Lebanon, while at the 
same time lying to us about its true 
objectives. 

• The brutal methods employed to deal 
with the “intifada” are as reprehensible as 
any used by a totalitarian police state. 

• This "staunch and faithful ally” has 
stooped to spying on us (Cl Jonathan Pol- 
lard). 

• In kidnapping Arab hostages, Israel has 
descended to the level of such other practi- 
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state of Israel 



doners of state terrorism as Syria or Libya. 

• There is good reason to suspect that in 
the realm of nuclear weaponry, Israel has 
behaved no less deceitfully than Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

• In contemptuous disregard of American 
concerns and pleas, Israel has steadily con- 
tinued to construct permanent settlements 
on land seized in war and never recognized 
internationally as Israeli territory. 

At the same time Israel has continued to 
demand as its “right” the largest sum of 
foreign aid the U.S. awards to any country, 
a whopping $3 billion dollars a year, and this 
at a time when America is plagued by huge 
foreign and domestic debts and deficits. 

Although in theory we have more leverage 
to bring to bear on Israel than on any other 
country in the world, because we control the 
purse strings which keep it alive, the United 
States has gone along patiently, quietly, with 
a minimum of fuss. Public expressions of 
criticism or anger directed at Israel are not 
considered “politically correct.” We have 
Imposed sanctions on states like South Africa 
for behavior not much worse than the con- 
duct of the Shamir regime, but Israel 
remains sacrosanct; condemnation of its 
policies is taboo. Regrettably many devout 
Jews as well as Christian fundamentalists 
confuse this secular Zionist state with the 
fulfillment of eschatological promises of the 
New Jerusalem and therefore refuse to 
regard or treat Israel as just another state. 

How much longer are the American people 
going to stand for all this? For over 40 years 
Israel has been an albatross around the neck 
of U.S. foreign policy, making it difficult or 
impossible to pursue a truly advantageous 
foreign policy in the Middle East Now the 



end of the Cold War and at least temporary 
elimination of the Soviet Union as a signifi- 
cant potential threat has greatly lessened 
Israel’s strategic importance for us, a 
change which Shamir and Co. would do well 
to reflect on. Anger at Israeli arrogance, * 
intransigence and misconduct is growing 
apace. 

I fear that it is only a matter of time before 
this American anger is directed increasingly > 
at those members of the American Jewish 
community who continue to defend: and 
support Israel jingoistically, as in ;“my 
country right or wrong.” But which is their *, 
country? America, or Israel? That Is the 
question which will be asked more and more 
loudly and insistently. As a retired U.S. 
Foreign Service officer, it pains me to think 
that one day American Jews may no longer 
be welcome to hold positions of trust in the 
American foreign affairs, security and intel- 
ligence establishments because of reason- 
able doubt as to where their loyalties lie. 

American Jews are more obsessed with 
the Holocaust than anyone in the world 
except for Israel; yet they appear naively 
unconcerned about the possible conse- 
quences of their own words and actions — 
feeding the seeds of suspicion and animosity, 
fanning the flames of future hatred and 
violence, in their stubborn insistence on 
placing the perceived interests of Israel 
ahead of those of their own nation. 

I beg you, come to your senses before it is 
too late. 

Lucian Heichler lives in Frederick. 
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